Diagnosing multiple sclerosis in childhood.
By presenting the cases of 3 children with laboratory supported definite multiple sclerosis [LSDMS] according to Poser's diagnostic criteria, we illustrate the difficulties of diagnosing MS in childhood. In search for appropriate diagnostic criteria for childhood MS, the literature on childhood MS is reviewed, and the 3 cases presented are compared with the 15 hitherto reported with the diagnosis LSDMS. Specific difficulties of diagnosing MS in childhood are discussed. They include history taking in children, the multiple differential diagnostic possibilities, and the various clinical presentations. Due to these specific difficulties in childhood MS, we conclude that a strict use of Poser's criteria is indispensable, especially in childhood MS.